
Assessment Tests are tests given to students throughout the year to measure their progress and growth, and help 

teachers determine your student’s instructional level. 

 

At Walthill Public School, students take a few different assessment tests.  The reason for this is to have multiple 

comparisons for each student. 

 

MAP Test (Measure of Academic Progress)  

This test is given to grades 3-10 three times a year in the months of September/October, December/January and 

March/April.  MAP testing is a powerful tool for monitoring student growth over time.  The MAP assessment 

helps determine your student’s instructional level and measures his/her growth from year to year in the areas of 

Math, Reading and Science (only grades 5th, 8th and 10th take the Science test). 

 

MAP tests are taken on the computer and are adaptive, which means the difficulty of the test increases, the more 

questions your student answers correctly.  When your student incorrectly answers a question, the test becomes 

easier.  This means that the test your student is taking is specifically created for his/her learning level.  Since the 

tests are adaptive (and they are not timed) they are appropriate for special needs students. 

 

The results of your students test are available within 48 hours of the test and are mailed out at the end of the 

year with report cards.  

 

 

NSCAS General Summative Test (Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System) 

This test is given once a year in the spring. Grades 3rd-8th take the Reading and Math test.  Grades 5th and 8th 

take the science test. The NSCAS test is done on a computer, and is grade-level adaptive. The NSCAS test is 

usually done in two sessions per test. The NSCAS tests are not timed and therefore, appropriate for all 

instructional levels. 

 

The results of this test are not available until the following September, which is when they are mailed out to 

parents.   

NSCAS ACT 

The Nebraska State Statute 79-760 was updated by passage of LB 930 in spring 2016 to require that state 

accountability testing at the high school level be completed through the administration of a college entrance 

exam. ACT was selected as the exam to be administered beginning spring 2017 to all public school third-year 

cohort students, except those identified as needing alternate assessment. 

Students will participate in ACT Reading, English, Math, Science and Writing each spring. Although ACT 

writing is optional for Saturday administrations, the ACT writing test is required for state testing for all 

students. 

All students, including special education students and English Learners who are in their third-year cohort of 

high school must participate in the ACT.  An alternate exam is available for students who qualify as having 

significant cognitive disabilities. 

 

 

 

AIMSweb Test 

AIMSweb is a system for collecting and recording data in the form of reports and graphs and a set of test 

measures. Grades K-6 are given the AIMSweb test.   

The tests serve multiple purposes: 

• Screening (3x a year) to identify students who are at some- or high-risk of falling behind and need early 

intervention or who are not maintaining expected growth throughout the year. 



• Progress monitoring (as needed) to track at-risk students’ response to intervention. This enables teachers to 

look at the effectiveness of interventions well before the end of the school year. 

• Diagnosis: Students identified as performing below expected level through AIMSweb might be referred for 

more in-depth evaluation. 

• Program evaluation: AIMSweb can serve as one source of data to assess curriculum, instructional strategies, 

and resource allocation. 

 

 

What can I do to help my student? 

Preparing for Testing  

• Note test dates on your home calendar; schedule appointments on non-testing days.  

• Encourage your child to take responsibility for homework and class study.  

• Help you student learn how to find information independently.  

• Praise your student for work done well.  

• Encourage your student to ask questions at home and in class.  

• Get to know your students teachers.  

• Attend parent-teacher conferences.  

• Confer with teachers on a regular basis for progress reports.  

• Gather available test preparation materials.  

• Assure your student knows that you value a good education.  

 

Testing Day  

• See that your student is rested and eats breakfast.  

• See that your student arrives at school on time and is relaxed.  

• Encourage your student to do the best work possible.  

• Do not send your student to school if illness is apparent.  

• Do not remove your student from school on test days for appointments.  

 

After Testing  

• Examine all test reports sent home.  

• Determine areas of strengths and weaknesses.  

• Praise your student’s testing strengths and make a plan to address identified weaknesses.  

• See your student's principal, counselor or teacher if additional information is required.  

 

To learn more, please visit https://www.education.ne.gov/assessment/ 
 


